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Ethnicity from the Name

In many situations of daily life, we read a person’s name and infer the gender and ethnicity. For
example, if we receive an e-mail from Heike Miiller, it is immediately clear to us that this is a German
woman, and we will automatically reply to her with Ms. Miller without explicitly thinking about it.
Reading the name Dimitrij Acelya on a list of participants, we expect a man of Russian ethnicity.
There are many more situations in which we get a person’s name as the only information about a
person and unconsciously indent on their gender and ethnicity.

It has already been shown in some situations, such as in the recruitment process, that there is
discrimination against groups of people. Since it is interesting to investigate whether there is
discrimination against people based on their name, it is important to automatically assign the gender
and ethnicity on the basis of their name. As there are ambiguous names such as Kim which is not
clearly attributable to a gender or Peter which is not clearly attributable to an ethnicity, a heurisik
is necessary. Thus, the question arises:

How can a computer automatically determine the name and the ethnicity based on the name?

In order to answer this research question, a literature review should be carried out to identify
different methods. Afterwards the identified methods should then be compared and evaluated on a
test dataset.
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